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Quick Introduction to the Cards
Let's start with a little overview on the deck as a whole. There are 78 cards, broken into 2 
sections.

Major arcana
These are the first 21 cards of the deck. They usually represent pretty big ideas and stand for 
important things going on. 

Minor arcana
This is what makes up the rest of the deck. It's a lot like a deck of plain playing cards, divided 
up into 4 suits. Each suit has a theme to it.

Cups - This is the suit that's all about emotions and the element of water. It's sometimes shown 
as chalices or goblets. 

Wands - The theme for wands (or rods, or staffs) is about getting over problems. Some people 
link this suit to air, but some to fire. 

Coins - Coins stand for money, business and jobs. Some decks call these pentacles or disks, 
and they go with the element of earth. 

Swords - Usually the swords mean problems and conflicts, but sometimes creativity too. The 
element is either air or fie (whichever one isn't wands). The images are almost always swords 
or daggers. 

The card explanations are simplified for new learners, and sometimes the subtle shades of 
meaning are lost. That has left a number of cards seeming to have the same meaning. Even so, 
this is the perfect way for kids to get a feel for the deck and start learning the cards.

I've used bold text to highlight the main point for each card, to help focusing on the central 
details. 
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The Fool
Here we start at the first card, usually numbered as zero, 
not 1. 

A guy is walking along, too busy looking up at the sky 
to notice that he's about to walk off a cliff. His little dog 
friend is yapping at his feet to try and warn him to 
watch where he's going. 

This card can mean you're about to start on 
something new and exciting. 

But you need to look ahead and not just rush out there 
without paying attention. See that dog? That's a friend 
or family member trying to tell you something 
important. Listen to the dog!

The Magician
Next up is the Magician. 

A man in robes is standing in front of a table with 4 
things on it. Each one represents one of the 4 elements 
(usually a cup, pentacle, sword and staff).

If you rule over air, fire, water and earth, you can pretty 
much do anything. And that's what this card is all 
about: creating stuff. 

The Magician is all about getting things done, getting 
busy and making stuff happen in your life. Got a 
dream? Now go make it real. 

The symbol above his head is called an lemniscate, or  
the infinity symbol. It can remind you that there are no  
limits to your imagination. 
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The High Priestess
The High Priestess sits on a throne between a black 
column and a white column.  The moon sits at her 
feet, and she's holding a scroll of knowledge.

She holds everything that lives between light and 
dark. Doesn't that make perfect sense? Probably not, 
and that's the point of the High Priestess. 

This card means mysteries and the things we don't 
understand. 

The two columns can also stand for a choice you have 
to make, probably one that has a lot of questions in it. 

The Empress
Our next lady is the Empress. 

She's usually surrounded by growing crops or other 
green plants. 

The Empress is about growing things and taking 
care of them. She's basically the Mom of the Tarot 
deck.

When you see her, you know it's time for you to be a 
Mom for someone or something. Maybe you have a 
project going on that you've been neglecting?

Perhaps she actually represents a lady in your life 
(like your Mom) who you need to be paying attention 
to right now?
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The Emperor
Well, you can't have an Empress without an Emperor, 
can you?

The card shows a royal guy on a throne and not much 
else. That's because the card stands for authority, or 
the "guy in charge".

This could stand for a parent, teacher or really anyone 
who gets to tell you what to do (not necessarily a man). 

The Hierophant
(say high-row-fant)

The picture is usually a priest of some kind, sitting in 
front of two more people in robes. 

It means a lot more than just church, though it can be a 
little harder to explain than the other cards so far. The 
Hierophant stands for church, but also big 
organizations, the government or even your school. 

Sometimes it can just mean customs and traditions, like 
certain things you do in your family that are special to 
you. 
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The Lovers
Two people stand in front of a big angel, with 2 trees 
from various Bible stories behind them. 

The obvious meaning is pretty easy to figure out, that 
this card represents someone you love. Sure, 
sometimes it can mean a new boyfriend or girlfriend 
in your life but there can be more to it.

The Lovers card can also mean something is going to 
come into your life that you will love. Maybe a new 
hobby, project or cause will get your heart pumping. 

The Chariot
You're looking at a man in a chariot, pulled by 2 
horses. One is usually black and the other is white. 
Some cards might have sphinxes. It depends.

There are usually 2 meanings for the Chariot. The first 
can just mean you are going to take a trip soon (it is a 
vehicle after all). 

On the other hand, take a look at the two animals 
pulling the chariot. They show how two different 
things can work together to get something done. 
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Strength
A woman is taming a lion. That's pretty much it on this 
card.

But it's not the lion that stands for Strength in this case, 
but the lady. Well, maybe the lion too.

It's about being strong to handle a tough situation. 
Courage and bravery are a big part of being strong. 
Time to face fears and stand firm. 

The Hermit
An old man in dark robes stands by himself, holding a 
staff and a lamp. 

It can kind of look like a gloomy card, but it's not. The 
Hermit is telling you to take a break and think about 
things. 

Use the light from that lamp to look for some answers 
to the important questions you have. 
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Wheel of Fortune
Lots of symbols on this card, but don't let that get you 
confused. There can be winged animals in all 4 corners, 
and a wheel covered in symbols in the center. 

To keep it simple, just focus on the wheel. You never 
know where a spinning wheel is going to stop, and it's 
all about chance and luck. 

Consider this card a notice that something totally 
random is about to happen, and it will be a good thing 
for you. 

Justice
A person stands with a sword in one hand and an old-
fashioned scale in the other. 

Sometimes, this card can stand for legal stuff and for 
making sure wrongs get corrected. But that scale can 
also mean keeping things balanced and making fair 
choices.

Are you making fair decisions, and thinking about what 
might be best for both sides?
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The Hanged Man
A man hangs upside-down by one leg, from a tree or a 
pole. 

You can't do too much when you're hanging upside-
down in a tree, so why not take the time to think about 
things. 

It's a little bit like the Hermit card. That one is about 
looking for new answers, this card is saying you need to 
look back and think about your history in life so far. 

Can you learn something by looking backward at the 
way you do things?

Death
A skeleton in armor rides a horse and carries a big black 
flag or the Grim Reaper scythe. 

And no matter what you might see in the movies, this 
card doesn't mean you're about to die.

The Death card is all about big change, and that can be 
a good thing or a bad thing. 
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Temperance
An angel stands in water, pouring from one goblet to 
another.

You don't want one cup to be full while the other is 
empty. You need to move things in your life around so 
that you are spending time evenly on the important 
things. 

Are you focused on one thing way more than anything 
else? Keep it all balanced, says Temperance.

The Devil
A big devil figure stands in the back, overlooking 2 
chained up people. A bit of a creepy card.

It's not as bad as it looks. The chains are showing that 
you are getting too attached to some unhealthy habits. 

The Devil is a warning that it's time to break those 
chains and let go of the negative things in your life. Too 
much junk food, too many video games? That's the kind 
of stuff the Devil is talking about.
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The Tower
A tall tower is under attack from lightning and fire. 
Usually a person or two is falling to their doom.

Ok, I have to admit that this is not a very pleasant card 
no matter how you look at it. 

Unfortunately, a little destruction is heading your 
way, probably the bad kind. Sometimes it can lead to 
new opportunities but don't count on it. 

The best thing you can do is get ready and power 
through it. 

The Star
A lady pours water into a pool, with a large star in the 
sky behind her. 

It's a pretty simple card, standing for hope, positive 
thinking and new opportunities coming up soon. 

So when you see the Star, you know that something 
good is going on and that should put a happy smile on 
your face.
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The Moon
A big moon takes up most of the card, usually showing 
two towers on either side as well. In the front, there are 
a couple of animals (dogs and a lobster) standing next 
to a pool of water.

Yep, there's a lot going on with this card. But without 
getting into too much detail, the meaning of the Moon 
card is mystery, emotions and dark secrets.

It's a lot like the High Priestess card, full of secrets and 
weird things.

The Sun
A happy sun takes up the top of the card, and a child is 
riding a horse in the front. There are often lots of 
flowers around. 

Nothing fancy to talk about here. The Sun card means 
happiness and great success.
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Judgement
The image on this card is from a Bible story, showing 
the angels calling the souls of the dead to be judged at 
the end of the world. 

A bit of a gruesome story, but the card doesn't represent 
death or anything like that. Honest.

It means you need to look back at your old mistakes, 
stop feeling bad about them and do something now to 
make things right. 

The World
This card often shows a globe or an angel figure (or 
both), sometimes with symbols of the elements too.  

This is the last card of the Major Arcana section and it 
stands for the finishing up of a part of your life. The 
whole cycle that started way back with the Fool has now 
wrapped up.  

So expect some doors to close, but something else is 
about to get started.
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Ace of Cups
Here we go with the first suit of the Minor Arcana, the 
Cups. The card shows a floating hand with a single 
goblet or cup in it. 

Aces are all about new starts, and this one is means that 
something that makes you really happy is about to 
come into your life. 

A new friend, a chance to learn something new or 
anything else you might want to love.

Two of Cups
Two people are sharing from 2 full cups. And what does 
people sharing make you think of?

It's all about friendship in this card, maybe something 
a little more romantic (if you're talking about grown-ups 
in your reading). 
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Three of Cups
The traditional card has 3 dancing ladies celebrating 
with cups in the air.  

When you see the 3 of cups, you know a party is 
coming. This is a card all about fun, celebrating and 
happy events going on. 

Four of Cups
Someone is sitting under a tree, with 3 cups on the 
ground, and they're handed yet another cup. 

Sigh, another cup? I already have 3 of them! This card 
stands for boredom, and getting sick of the same thing 
over and over again. 

You're in a bit of a rut and you need some changes to 
liven things up. 
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Five of Cups
A sad looking guy is standing over 3 spilled cups. Two 
full ones are still sitting there behind him. 

Sure, you have a few spilled cups in your life. But are you 
too grumpy over them to realize that there are still a 
couple full ones right next to you?

Stop focusing on the bad stuff and look around to see 
what's still good. There's always something. 

Six of Cups
A couple of happy kids are surrounded by a bunch of 
cups, usually filled with flowers. 

Yes, it looks a lot like the 2 of cups in some ways but this 
is more about happy kids than just any 2 people. 

So it's a card about childhood and the good things in 
your past. That may not make much sense if you are still 
in your childhood, but that's what it means anyway. 
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Seven of Cups
Seven cups are all filled with things. Some are good, 
some are bad, and some are a mystery. 

Holy smokes, look at all the stuff going on with this 
card! I don't know what to talk about first. 

And that's the point. This card means you're trying to 
handle too much at once or that you're trying to choose 
between too many things. Slow down and do some 
thinking before you make any choices. 

Eight of Cups
Someone is walking away from all their cups.

Though the card can look a little dreary, it's about you 
turning your back on your normal routines and taking off 
on a new path. 

Leave your usual stuff behind and see where your feet 
take you. Don't worry, all your cups will be there when 
you get back. 
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Nine of Cups
A happy man sits in front of a display with 9 cups. 

They call this the "wish card", and that really should 
explain it all right there. 

When you get this card, you can expect your favorite 
wish to come true. But you might be surprised about 
what that ends up to be. You might want something you 
don't even know you want yet. 

Ten of Cups
A family stands in front of a rainbow filled with cups. 

This is a card all about family. The ten of cups means 
peace at home, and any fights between family members 
are going to smooth out soon. 

No battles going on? It might also mean that you're 
going to get a chance to spend some time with relatives 
(parents, siblings or others) that you've been wanting. 
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Page of Cups
A young boy is standing with a cup that usually holds a 
fish. 

This can mean that a young person (either a boy or girl) 
might be coming into your life, or it can represent a 
message on its way. For the emotional suit of cups, that 
would be a message about friendship, love or family. 

Knight of Cups
A knight on horseback sits with a cup.

Sometimes the knight really is a young man (a guy in 
late teens or 20s, I suppose), but it can also mean you 
have some travel coming up. Specifically, it's travel 
over water in this case (it is the suit of cups after all). 
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Queen of Cups
A queen, possibly on a throne, sits with a fancy cup.

The queen stands for a grown-up woman who is going 
to be someone important or special to you. Sometimes it 
can be a mother or someone else who is sometimes in 
charge.

It can also mean something new is about to get started 
for you.

King of Cups
A king sits with a cup in one hand and a scepter in the 
other.  

Like the other court cards, this can be two things. 
Possibly an older man who is important to you, but it 
can also mean you're going to get motivated to start a 
new project. 

Expect some creative new ideas to get you moving. 
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Ace of Wands
Another floating hand holds a sprouting wand.

What's the new start coming with this Ace card? Well, 
for the suit of wands, that means some new learning. 

New books, new classes, or maybe even just a new 
hobby you're really interested in. Something to make 
you open up your brain is coming.  

Two of Wands
A man with a globe stands looking out over the water. 
He's usually holding one  staff with another standing by. 

Does he head out to sea, or not? That's his choice, and it 
means you have a choice to make yourself. 
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Three of Wands
Another guy is looking out over the water, usually 
with some boats out there, along with 3 wands.    

It might look a lot like the last card, but it doesn't 
mean the same at all. This time, it's about those boats 
coming in. 

Keep an eye open for some boats coming in for you. 
Ok, maybe not real boats, but some kind of good 
news or new chances to do something. A success is on 
it's way. 

Four of Wands
Four rods stand with a big garland of flowers strung 
between them. There are usually dancing people under 
them.  

Those wands build a nice little frame, don't they? It 
means you need to get those first steps finished up 
before you can get started on something important. 
You need a solid foundation!
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Five of Wands
A big fight is going on between 5 people armed with 
staves or wands.

Well, this is exactly what it looks like. A bit of a fight is 
going to be cropping up soon. Probably with someone 
who is trying to get the same goals as you are. 

So you can either get ready to rumble, or maybe take a 
second thought about your plans. 

Six of Wands
A man on horseback rides through a crowd, holding a 
wreath on a staff.

Our guy here is just passing on by, and you can expect 
your own troubles to pass you by too. Things that are 
bothering you are soon going to just fade away into the 
distance.
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Seven of Wands
A man with a staff is fighting against 6 other people 
who you can't see.

And that means some hidden problems are creeping 
up on you. Don't worry, it's nothing too terrible. Just a 
few little bumps coming up in the road. Be ready. 

Eight of Wands
Eight wands are flying through the air. Yes, that's really 
all there is to it. 

Wands are flying all over the place, and that's what's 
going on in your life too. Things are getting out of 
control and you need to grab hold of something.
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Nine of Wands
An injured man stands, leaning on a staff as a crutch. 

Time for you to find something (or someone) to lean on. 
Nothing wrong with getting a little help when you 
need it, and it looks like you're going to need it. 

Don't worry, it's not about huge problems, just the need 
for a helping hand. 

Ten of Wands
Someone is trying to walk around with a huge load of 
rods on their back. 

Unfortunately, that someone is you. You're carrying 
way too much and it's dragging you down. Time to let 
something go, get a bit of help or simply take a break. 
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Page of Wands
A young guy stands with a staff.

This can mean a new young person (either a boy or a 
girl) can become important in your life soon, or it can 
mean a message is coming. 

In Wands, that is going to mean a message about 
going on a trip or maybe even a chance to earn some 
money (or a job, if you're old enough). 

Knight of Wands
A man on horseback rides with a wand

Again, this can be two things. First is an important 
man (maybe between 20 and 30 years old) who will be 
arriving soon. 

On the other hand, the Knight might mean you are 
about to take a very exotic trip to somewhere quite 
far away. 
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Queen of Wands
A woman on a throne sits with a staff, and often a cat 
at her feet. 

Look out for an older woman who is going to be 
important to you, or maybe it's someone you already 
know.

It usually has a second meaning about a new chance 
to try something different at work. Too young to 
have a job yet? Well, maybe it means a new 
responsibility at home?

King of Wands
A king sits on his throne, with a staff and sometimes a 
lizard is nearby. 

Sure, it can mean a grown-up man is important for 
your situation, maybe an older family member or 
someone else of authority. 

And also, the King of Wands stands for wanting a 
change in your job. Yes, I know you're probably a 
kid but that's what the card means. Don't blame me. 
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Ace of Coins
The usual ace card, with a floating hand and a coin. 

Another example of a new start, the Ace of Coins means 
some money or job is about to begin. 

Do you have some ideas on how to make yourself a little 
extra cash? This card is telling you to make it happen. 

Two of Coins
A man is juggling 2 coins, usually joined together with an 
infinity symbol. Sometimes, there are boats in the water 
behind him. 

He doesn't look too happy, does he? Well, it's too much 
work and you need to get things organized so you don't 
have so much up in the air. 
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Three of Coins
A carver works on a sculpture containing 3 coins, and is 
admired by people passing by. 

A job well done! Something you made has gotten some 
attention and people love it. 

This card can also come up when you're going a great 
job and nobody notices. It's not always about the 
audience but how great you're doing. 

Four of Coins
A rich man is holding on to his coins pretty tightly. 

When you see this card, it can be a warning that you're 
being too stingy with your money. Don't be so cheap 
and be a bit more generous. 

It can also mean that you are going to have money, 
which can be a nice sign on its own. Just don't be greedy 
with it. 
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Five of Coins
Two poor people are struggling to walk past a fancy 
stained glass window, usually in the snow. There are 5 
coins in the glass.

Sorry to say, you're the poor folks in this card. Money 
troubles are on their way. Maybe you'll make a bad 
choice when buying something or waste your money 
some other way. Maybe you'll forget where you hid 
your piggy bank?

Six of Coins
A person with a scale hands out coins to the needy. 

It's time to share the wealth and show some generosity 
to others. Give anything you don't need to your local 
second-hand shop or maybe give a little money to a 
charity you like. 

The scale means balance, so don't go overboard and 
give everything away. Just that little bit extra you don't 
need.
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Seven of Coins
A person rests on his hoe while looking over a large 
bush or vine loaded with seven coins.

A lot of hard work eventually means a harvest, so you 
need a little patience right now and keep on working. 

It can also mean that there is some upcoming success 
about to finally happen with something you've been 
working on. 

Eight of Coins
A craftsman is working hard on a coin, and you can see 
7 others are out on display. 

Your skill is on display with this card, so you'd better 
make sure you know what you're doing. Time to 
improve your talents with a class, book or course. 
Even watching a Youtube video if you prefer. 
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Nine of Coins
A nicely dressed lady walks in a garden, often with a 
little bird close by. 

Sometimes it's just nice to be surrounded by pretty 
things, even if they're not necessary. So, time to treat 
yourself. 

On the other hand, it can be telling you that 
something you're interested in isn't all that necessary 
in your life either. 

Ten of Coins
People are shopping in a busy market area, sometimes 
in the company of a dog or two. 

Well, you need money to go shopping, right? So look 
out for some bonus riches coming your way. You 
don't necessarily have to go shopping, but it wouldn't 
hurt.
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Page of Coins
A young man stands holding up a coin. 

And we come to the third Page card of the deck. It can 
stand for a new young person you're about to meet, 
and it can also mean a message is coming. 

This time, its going to be some kind of message about 
a great surprise. Whatever it is, it will be unexpected 
but still good news.

Knight of Coins
A knight on a horse is holding a coin. 

As the usual knight, this can mean a young man 
(someone in their 20s or 30s) is about to come on the 
scene, though it can also be someone you already know.

And the second meaning for the card is some upcoming 
local travel. It won't be a really exotic trip but you'll be 
getting to go somewhere.
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Queen of Coins
A woman on a throne holds a coin

As a Queen card, this means an older woman is about to 
play a big part in an event coming up. 

There is a good chance that her involvement will about 
about a job or other money news.

King of Coins
A typical king sits on a throne, holding a sceptre as well 
as a coin. 

This card comes up when an older man takes center 
stage in your situation, often regarding some sort of 
money issues. 

Even if there is not man involved, look out for a change 
in your money situation. Do I hear an allowance raise?
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Ace of Swords
A floating hands holds up a sword, often with a crown 
perched on the top. 

New choices or creative ideas are coming up. 

Keep an open mind and you never know what might start 
happening for you. 

Two of Swords
A blind-folded woman stands with 2 swords, with her 
arms crossed in front of her.

Crossed swords mean a little conflict is at hand. Are 
there 2 things in your life fighting for your time or 
attention? Well, that's not going to end up well, so you 
need to make a choice about what you want to do. 
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Three of Swords
Three swords cut through a heart in the middle of a rain 
storm. 

Ok, I can't make this one happy. It's a sad card that 
obviously means heartbreak. 

Might not be the usual relationship kind of heartbreak, 
but something is going to make you pretty sad. Sorry.

Four of Swords
A coffin sits among 4 swords, usually with a stained 
glass window in the background. 

A little gruesome way of putting it, but this really just a 
card that is telling you to take a rest. Put your troubles 
aside and just chill out for a while.
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Five of Swords
A man holding 5 swords looks happily as others walk 
away. 

Here, you have a winner and a couple of losers. Either 
one could be you. It's telling you to be a good sport 
whether you win or lose. 

You know the old saying, it's not whether you win or 
lose, it's how you play the game. 

Six of Swords
A man is boating away, carrying 6 swords and two 
huddled figures with him.

Time to go, but not really literally. You don't have to go 
anywhere. Instead let other things go. Still holding on 
to problems or anger towards other people? Now's the 
time to just pack that up on a boat and ship it off. 
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Seven of Swords
A person is sneaking off with 5 swords in a bag, 
leaving 2 of them behind. 

Keep an eye on your stuff. Someone is about to steal 
from you! Sometimes it can be actual stealing but it 
can also be that someone is going to copy your ideas or 
try something else dishonest with you. 

Watch your back. 

Eight of Swords
A woman is tied up, blindfolded and surrounded by a 
group of eight swords.

Looks scary, but this card isn't as bad as it looks. You're 
surrounded by so many things to choose, you can't 
decide. Don't be afraid, time for a choice. 
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Nine of Swords
Someone in bed has 9 swords hanging over them. 
They're usually covering their face or otherwise 
unhappy. 

Don't let your fears keep you up at night. It's time to 
face your problems and get it fixed so you can have 
some peace.

Ten of Swords
A body is stuck with 10 swords. 

Might be the most depressing card in the deck, and it 
pretty much means what it looks like. Bad things are 
going to be happening, or some kind of disaster is 
waiting for you. Not good. 
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Page of Swords
A young man stands in the clouds, holding a sword.

Our page here means that a new young person (boy 
or girl) is about to be important, and probably cause a 
few problems for you. 

Or the second meaning is the usual message coming 
your way. It will be a message about something 
wrong or a conflict. Well, it is the suit of swords after 
all.  

Knight of Swords
A knight on a horse, bounding with sword held high. 

This card can mean that a young man (in their 20s or 
30s) is going to have some important to offer in your 
life, but it can also mean you have a chance to travel 
by air coming up. 
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Queen of Swords
A woman on a throne sits with a sword.

As with all court cards, this has 2 meanings. It's either 
an older woman or a new opportunity. 

For swords, that opportunity is one to get something 
important in front of the right people. If you're 
trying to get something done, the chance to get it 
started is right around the corner. 

King of Swords
A king sits on a throne with a sword.

This card can literally mean an older man (like a 
grown up) is going to have a say in what's going on, 
and it can also mean a bit more than that.

The second meaning is that you need to take a look at 
things with a new outlook. Think about the situation 
from another person's point of view. 
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